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Riding Around Florida 
Submitted By: Bill Royal 

Welcome to the Club! 

We would like to extend a hearty and sincere welcome to the following recent new members. Thank 
you for choosing to join our group. Many long lasting friendships have begun here and we hope your 
experience will be a satisfying one!  
 

Sandra Ingram - Jupiter, FL         
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As I was putting this newsletter together this 
month, I just read Phil’s Ramblin Around column. 
He sure got cranked up this month with a full 
page (and I had to edit out a few lines to get it to 
fit at that! :-) ) He mentioned the Riding Into His-
tory event but what he didn’t mention was that 

he organized 
an HSTA 
presence in 
the form of a 
recruitment 
booth at the 
event. He got 
a really cool 
banner 
made up, 
rented a 
shade tent, 
got a good 
supply of 
ITR’s 
(Invitation To 
Ride) and 
sample cop-
ies of the 
STAReview 
to hand out. 
Eve and I 
came over 
for the event 
and helped 

staff the booth in the morning so Phil did get a 
break to enjoy the show and a good time was 
had by all.  
And speaking of good times, we had outstanding 
turnouts at both of the monthly lunch rides in 
May. The South ride, which met at a favorite 

(Continued on page 3) 

Wow—I can’t believe it’s June already! Half the 
year is gone and so will many of us HSTA Florida 
members also be—to STAR 2003 in Charleston, 
WV at the end of this month. At last report, Flor-
ida has 22 registered for the event—a number 
that puts us into contention for the largest state 
turnout at 
the event 
(WV and 
Ohio are ex-
cluded be-
cause they 
are co-
hosts). Texas 
does have us 
beat by just 
1 so if some 
of you last 
minute type 
folks were to 
show up, we 
just might 
beat them 
out! As far as 
folks travel-
ing to STAR, I 
know a 
group is de-
parting early 
Saturday 
morning 
from Jacksonville. The Melbourne group is leav-
ing that area early Friday morning as will I be 
from the Tampa area. If anyone is looking to 
hook up with a group to make the trip, I will be 
happy to try to help get you in touch with each 
other. Just drop me an email or give me a call 
(wgr@sprynet.com or 813-633-8155) 

Phil, Eve and Bill Phil, Eve and Bill Phil, Eve and Bill Phil, Eve and Bill     
chatting up a potential new member chatting up a potential new member chatting up a potential new member chatting up a potential new member     

at the Riding Into History Eventat the Riding Into History Eventat the Riding Into History Eventat the Riding Into History Event    
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Do you follow MotoGp Racing? MotoGP is truly the F1 for Motor-
cycle Racing. This year has really started just like last year; the 
Repsol Honda is almost impossible to beat, if Valentino Rossi 
happens to be riding it. Can’t say the same for the one Nicky Hay-
den is on, I’m still a bit put off that Honda didn’t give that ride to 
Colin Edwards. I have this feeling that Colin wasn’t politically cor-
rect enough, he has been known to have a few off color remarks 
during an interview. That may not go down very well. I’m definitely 
a Honda fan but I feel like MotoGp would be more interesting if 
Edwards was on the other Repsol Honda. Loris Capirossi, Alex 
Barros, Max Biaggi, they’re not going to beat Valentino but Ed-
wards on the Repsol Honda would give Rossi a run for the Cham-
pionship. If you watched the last Race at Jerez, it was MotoGp at 
its very best. Rossi put on a ride that was brilliant, drifting both 
front and rear wheels in the corners with a full opposite counter 
on the front, all of this was going on at some very high speeds. 
We’ve seen Edwards do it in World Superbike, I’m sure he’d do it 
in MotoGp if he had the right machine, on the Aprilia, I don’t think 
so. 
 
 You have to admire Ducati for what they have accomplished in 
the past few years. In the World Championship Racing, they 
dominated World Superbike for years, until Edwards took the 
Championship for Honda. If you go way back, Scott Russell put it 
on Carl Fogarty one year also, Russell on the Kawasaki & Foggy 
on the Ducati. Carl took a one-year contract with Honda on the 
RC-45, after he won the World Superbike Championship on a 
Ducati. He never came to terms with the RC-45 and it was bad 
boy John Kosinski who won the World Championship for Honda 
on the RC-45. Actually I believe it was Ducati that forced Honda 
to build a Twin cylinder Super Bike, RC-51,SP-1 & SP-2.  
 
2003 is Ducatis first year in MotoGp, on a brand new machine 
and they are right up there on the podium. Troy Bayliss finished 
third this past Sunday at Jerez. This is a small Italian Company 
with a lot of Heart & Passion for Racing against the Giants from 
the Far East and they are competitive in their first year of Mo-
toGp. It’s amazing what they’ve accomplished with only one year 
of testing. In modern history of the World Championship 500cc & 
MotoGp Racing, the giants from the Far East have only been 
beaten in two races and that was by a little known Italian Factory 
called Cagiva. I believe it was Eddie Lawson & John Kosinski rid-
ing, if my memory serves me correct. If you want to go way back 
in time, the European Brands such as MV Augusta/BMW/MZ/
Guzzi, all of these were winning Championships. Now it’s Ducati, 
that has the spotlight. I’ve always liked the Ducatis, let’s just say 
they haven’t been as reliable in the past as they should have 
been. I think most of that is in the past, Ducati has become a 
solid competitor in the Motorcycle business. When they get the 
service interval worked out on their machines (extended) they will 
be a lot more competitive in the market. Every now and then I get 
the opportunity to ride a ST4, this bike is a real gas, when this 
thing comes on the power it will get your attention, fantastic ride. 
 
 
Ride Safe & Smart 
 
Phil Ridgdill 

If you missed the Riding Into History event on May 3, you missed 
an excellent event. Seems like it gets better each year. Bill Al-
drich, President of  the Atlantic Beach Vintage Motorcycle Club, 
put together a great team for this year. Some of them HSTA mem-
bers. Bill Robinson, HSTA member who took the lead of the team, 
really made a super effort and was quite successful. Approxi-
mately 115-120 motorcycles were entered in the Concours de 
Elegance, some very high quality bikes in most all of the classes. 
A bit weak on the Sport Bike entries but the main theme of the 
show was the American Motorcycle and that of course means 
Harley. Personally I’m not into Harleys but the nice looking stock 
Harleys were there and they looked good. The ones with the 
chrome every where and straight pipes, no baffles, 3 yrs old with 
$3-$4000 worth of Chrome, maybe a 1000-3000 miles on the 
clock, Motorcyclist, you must be joking. Looks like an ego problem 
to me. Don’t get me wrong, I see guys/gals out on the road travel-
ing on their Harley Road Kings & Electra Glides. You don’t see 
these riders posing at the latest in spot or parading up and down 
San Jose Blvd these guys are out enjoying the roads of the USA. 
Motorcyclists, not wannabes. The Riding into History event is one 
you don’t want to miss next year. When we have the dates, it will 
be in our newsletter. I’m sure next years event will be even better 
and hopefully we’ll have a greater participation from HSTA mem-
bers. 
 
Its time to get out there and go to some of the HSTA events, hope-
fully we’ll see all of our Florida members at STAR. That’s a pipe 
dream I know but we do usually have a good number of our FL 
members there. Keep in mind, we have quite a few weekend 
events throughout the South East, check your newsletter for the 
schedule and you may find one that you’d like to attend. Normally 
when we go to these events it’s usually 3-5 people that you ride 
with and are quite familiar with their style/pace. If you’re leading 
a group it takes humility and a lot of self-control on a long ride. 
Spirited riding is great fun and we all enjoy that part but keep this 
in mind, there’s a time and place for everything, never let ego get 
in the picture. If you’re leading keep a sharp eye on what’s hap-
pening behind you, got mirrors use them, slow the pace if need 
be. On a long trip you’re on roads normally you don’t ride, back off 
a bit. Keep a safe distance between riders, use moderate speeds 
on straight-aways, this serves a lot of different purposes espe-
cially in the mountains, make sure every rider understands what 
hand signals you’ll use. Make sure everyone has a good idea of 
your route and destination. Better yet, have everyone mark the 
route out on their map or give them a route sheet. 
 
You all know Peter Egan, if you buy or subscribe to Cycle World 
I’m sure you know who he is. He has a new book out now 
“Leanings” buy it; you’ll like it. Anyhow, he’s always commenting 
on his little group, the Slimy Crud Motorcycle Gang. He doesn’t 
have anything on us here in N.FL. We have a little group we call 
the Crusty Buzzards (I’m not to fond of that word gang), we’re a 
group of old farts who ride at least once a week, destinations un-
known until the last moment, all experienced riders and we do 
enjoy a bit of spirited riding, we know when and where to do it, all 
the good eating spots and we do give out invitations once in 
awhile. If you get one join us, you won’t forget it.  
 

Ramblin Around 
Submitted By: Phil Ridgdill 



Page 3 Florida   gator   tale 

Motorcycle related items - wanted or for sale, riding buddies or 
room mates for events can be placed right here - for free! Just 
send them to arrive by the 15th for the next month's publication. 
Send to Bill Royal, 1521 New Bedford Drive, Sun City Center, FL. 
33573 or email  to wgr@sprynet.com. 
 

For SaleFor SaleFor SaleFor Sale 
 
1996 BMW R1100RT1996 BMW R1100RT1996 BMW R1100RT1996 BMW R1100RT - BMW's top boxer touring bike, complete 
with factory bags, ABS, electric Parabellum windshield and a new 
BMW comfort seat. Just broken in at 38k miles. Beautiful dark 
blue. Priced well below market at $7250. Call Bill at 904-730-
9719, warrior@aol.com 
 

1987 Honda Hurricane CBR1000.1987 Honda Hurricane CBR1000.1987 Honda Hurricane CBR1000.1987 Honda Hurricane CBR1000. 39K Corbin, Yoshimura ex-
haust, K&N, etc. Recent tune up, timing chain, sprockets and 
chain. Beautiful condition. Always Mobil 1. Regret to sell but lack 
room for two bikes. $3200. Call Alan 850-668-0886 or mer-
icke@attglobal.net 
 
 
ST1100 accessoriesST1100 accessoriesST1100 accessoriesST1100 accessories. Corbin leather seat $195.00, Ventura Sport 
Rack  w/L brackets $85.00, Hondaline Backrest w/bag $85.00, 
Gen Mar bar risers $55.00, Haynes Repair Manual $10.00, Lock-
hart Phillips Tank Bra $10.00, Stock windshield good condition 
$50.00. Contact: Terry Brown 321-724-4559 or  
tlbst1100@yahoo.com or tbrown02@harris.com 

Free Ads 

view while dining, also provides a nice cooling breeze while dining 
on the screen porch of the café. Food was good, prices reason-
able and all too soon it was time to head back home. The average 
one-way mileage to this event turned out to be 112 miles, though 
the Tampa contingent  (several bikes strong) trekked 170 non-
interstate miles to make the lunch.  
Speaking of ride statistics, I know some folks don’t really care to 

fill in the ride sheets, but 
I do thank you all for do-
ing so. It really does help 
us to better understand 
who is attending our 
rides, and what locations 
and other factors work or 
don’t. I hope to share in a 
future newsletter some of 
the interesting data these 
sheets provide, but for 
the meantime, know that 
for the less than one 
year’s worth of lunch 
rides, we have recorded 
over 42 Thousand ONE-
WAY miles to HSTA Flor-
ida lunch ride events. 
 
Well guess that about 
wraps it up for this 
month. Hope to see many 
of you at STAR, or some 
other events and wishing 

everyone a safe and fun summer! 
 
Ride Safe 
Bill Royal 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
place, the Runway Café in the Sebring Airport drew 32 attendees, 
with 27 riders and 5 passengers. We had folks coming in from the 
usual Melbourne and Tampa area, but also drew riders from Jupi-
ter, Boynton Beach, Delray Beach, and Wellington as well. Aver-
age one-way mileage to the event was 120 miles. Way to go gang! 
One sad item to note is that it appears that we will be losing this 
great location for future 
rides. Apparently, the Air-
port is raising the lease on 
the Café to a point they 
cannot afford and so they 
plan to move somewhere 
else in Sebring. Too bad 
as this was an excellent 
locale, away from the con-
gestion of the city. Stay 
tuned and we’ll come up 
with another alternative 
location for future rides. 
 
Then there was the North 
ride, this month to a new 
location—the 3 Bananas 
café  in Crescent City. This 
ride drew 37 attendees 
with 31 riders and 6 pas-
sengers. And, it might 
have even been a few 
more… You see, yours 
truly made a planning er-
ror that led to the Tampa group departing on a 4 hour route at 
8:30 AM. That meant we were sure to be a half hour late. And we 
were. So, I am not sure that every single participant actually 
signed the sheet since they were all so busy eating when we ar-
rived. What a GREAT location for a lunch ride though. The café 
sits overlooking  Crescent Lake which, aside from the pleasant 

Riding Around Florida 
Continued... 

The crowd after what may have been the last lunch at the Runway Café in SebringThe crowd after what may have been the last lunch at the Runway Café in SebringThe crowd after what may have been the last lunch at the Runway Café in SebringThe crowd after what may have been the last lunch at the Runway Café in Sebring    
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Helen GA and Routing 
Submitted By: Sam Ulbing 

I just got back from the HSTA Helen, GA rally and as always it was a lot of fun. I met lots of new people and 5 were there from Florida 
HSTA including John Watts with his new FJR. As usual I learned a lot on this trip and for what it’s worth I thought I’d pass along some of 
them. 
 
As I noted in an earlier issue, I have been across GA many times on my trips to the mountains and I always try to find new and interest-
ing routes. Of course most of GA is not really much different from north central Fl so interesting is a relative term. This year I happened 
to be using a map that I got from the Georgia welcome center instead of my AAA map. I planned to use Rt 15 through the center of the 
state and I was trying to find variations. I discovered that light gray roads were labeled as ‘paved connecting roads’.  

The operative word for me was “paved”. I once followed my GPS and AAA map and wound up on a steep, twisty and soft dirt road with 
the only alternative being a 30 mile detour. Not fun! The GA map has opened up a world of opportunity for me. I took a series of connect-
ing roads from Warthen to Powelton so I could bypass Sparta and coming home I found a route using lots of those roads. Most are wide 
open with almost no traffic, so I could ‘push the speed limit a bit’ and as a rule most were quite pretty. The only drawback is the roads 
are not well marked with signs and the GPS, even though it does not distinguish between paved and unpaved roads, was still a big help 
in determining if I should bear right or left at the fork. If you like adventure, I’d recommend the GA map. It’s the best state road map I’ve 

GA Map RoutesGA Map RoutesGA Map RoutesGA Map Routes    AAA Map RoutesAAA Map RoutesAAA Map RoutesAAA Map Routes    
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Helen GA & Routing 
Continued... 

whether or not your personal driving and license is already 
blocked, and if it is not, it will allow you to block it at that time 
with just one or two more clicks of your mouse. 
 
Fuel ValveFuel ValveFuel ValveFuel Valve    
A vacuum operated fuel valve can sometimes fail because of a 
torn diaphragm. Unfortunately, Honda doesn’t supply parts, re-
quiring replacement as a unit. However, I found that J.C. Whitney 
sells a fuel petcock rebuild kit --J.C.Whitney part no. 
AAD013616R—that fits perfectly! This is listed for 1988-99 Gold 
Wings but it works fine on my ST1100. 

IIIIdentity Theft and your Florida DMV Informationdentity Theft and your Florida DMV Informationdentity Theft and your Florida DMV Informationdentity Theft and your Florida DMV Information    
    
The Florida DMV is authorized to give out (sell) your personal in-
formation (name, DOB, phone number, address, SS#, medical 
disabilities, etc.) to just about anyone who asks for it. This is a 
pretty easy way for your identity to be stolen. 
 
You can go to the State of Florida's Department of Highway Safely 
and Motor Vehicles web site and block the DMV from passing on 
any of your personal information from either your driving history 
record or your current driver's license file. It is both easy and free 
 
It's this simple: 
 
First, go to their web site at www.hsmv.state.fl.us 
Next, click your mouse on "Driver License Check" to verify whether 
your license is valid or not. 
Once it verifies that your license is valid, the site will disclose 

Motorcycling Tips 
Submitted By: Gary  Williamson 

WHY are you REALLY doing this? What is so URGENT you need to 
pass the cage in front of you? 
 
I am so grateful I am alive. I am so ashamed my life has taken 
this path by my own hand. I knew better, I've known better for 
years. But last Friday I threw away an entire lifetime of safety and 
let fate take over for no explainable reason. Please friends. Slow 
down, think not once but twice, and try and be better than me, 
and actually ride safely instead of always requesting so.  
End of quoted story 
 
Sam did the right thing recognizing he was riding beyond his 
safety zone and did something about it. The rider from the post 
obviously wasn’t so fortunate. The choice is yours! We now return 
you to your previously selected programming ;-) 
End of Editors Note]End of Editors Note]End of Editors Note]End of Editors Note] 
 
3 of us had ST1300s, which generated quite a bit of interest. I 
was surprised that the most asked question was: Is the heat 
really as bad as they say? We all answered no. Personally I have 
found no problem with heat in the 8000 miles I’ve owned the 
bike except for brief periods when ‘conditions are right’. Seems 
with the right combination of speed, wind direction and wind 
speed, a little of the heat that normally blows to the rear of the 
bike can be diverted and blow on your ankle. But I also found I 
could move my foot and avoid it. 
 
The mountain rallies with HSTA are a lot of fun and if you have 
not gone to one you are missing a good time and the opportunity 
to learn from others.  
 
Sam Ulbing 

(Continued from page 4) 
found so far. 
 
I also got reacquainted with the HSTA mantra that you should ride 
at your own pace. As they point out at every rally, there is no prize 
for fastest rider. At first I hooked up with ‘the hot shots’ and as I 
followed them doing 80 on the straight sections and almost as 
fast in the curves, I thought if I missed just one of those curves I’d 
lose all the ‘attaboys’ I’d give myself for any of the curves I did 
negotiate at that high speed. I decided to ride with our own Chuck 
Headrick and his brother Dave who rode a much better pace for 
me. They still pushed me but when they got too far ahead of me, 
they would wait. I had a great day, learned how to take corners 
better and faster. Later, chatting with the ‘hotshots’, I found most 
of them have taken race clinics and many have crashed their 
bikes on the track. No wonder they can go faster. Pace is a simple 
but very important concept and I recommend you re-read the 
HSTA article about it that came with your membership package.   
 
[Editors Note: [Editors Note: [Editors Note: [Editors Note:  We ALL need to remember and practice safety 
first— Yes, riding is FUN but NOT if you make an error in judgment 
as exampled by the following snippet from a recent post to the 
HSTA list:: 
 
I wish there was a good story. The simple (and sad) fact is that I 
made the poorest judgment call of my life, and right now I am 
paying for it every hour with BRUTAL pain. Maybe some day I will 
be able to talk about it, but I am so ashamed right now and so 
sad about the possibility of loosing my beloved VTR that it's a bit 
to much for me to take in. 
 
All I ask of everyone out there, if you ever decide to voluntarily 
cross the double yellow, just don't! And even then ask yourself 
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Ride/Events are compiled for your convenience from a variety of sources. HSTA sponsored rides are indicated with the "♦" symbol. If you 
are considering making any of the rides we suggest you call the contact ahead of time to confirm the ride is still on as listed. 
. 
♦ HSTA Florida South Lunch Ride HSTA Florida South Lunch Ride HSTA Florida South Lunch Ride HSTA Florida South Lunch Ride - Due to the HSTA National Event—STAR - there will be no lunch rides scheduled for this month. 
♦ HSTA Florida North Lunch Ride HSTA Florida North Lunch Ride HSTA Florida North Lunch Ride HSTA Florida North Lunch Ride - Watch next month’s newsletter and your email for July rides. 
                                                                   
 
 
♦ And all the rest of the HSTA National schedule… 

Next month—Don’t forget  the  
    
12th annual Ride to Work Day12th annual Ride to Work Day12th annual Ride to Work Day12th annual Ride to Work Day 
 
Ride your motorcycle on this daRide your motorcycle on this daRide your motorcycle on this daRide your motorcycle on this day to demonstrate:y to demonstrate:y to demonstrate:y to demonstrate:    
    
• The number of motorcyclists to the general 

public and the politicians 
• That motorcyclists are from all occupations 

and all walks of life 
• That motorcyclists can reduce traffic and 

parking congestion in large cities 
• That motorcycles are for transportation as well 

as recreation 
• That motorcycling is a social good! 
 
For more information, see: www.ridetowork.org/ 
 
This Just In - 
HSTA 2003 Mileage ContestHSTA 2003 Mileage ContestHSTA 2003 Mileage ContestHSTA 2003 Mileage Contest    
There will be a 2003 Mileage Contest for the HSTA! 
 
Please submit your starting & ending mileages to: 
 
Theresia Shearer 
6629 English Ave. 
Avon, IN.  46123 

or 
Email: theshearers@peoplepc.com 
 
Contest dates; 
April 1st, 2003 through November 1st, 2003 
Please see details in the next STAReview. 

Upcoming Rides/Events 

Date Event Location Contact 
Jun. 06-08 WeSTAR Groveland, California John Button (925) 736-2670 john@buttonhome.org 
Jun. 22-25 STAR 2003 Charleston, West Virginia Jon & Janet Campbell (513) 932-3341 ohiohsta@cinci.rr.com 
Aug. 22-24 Mail Pouch Fly-by Marietta, Ohio Jon Campbell (513) 932-3341 jcampbell7@cinci.rr.com 
Sep. 05-07 Ozark BS Rally Theodosia, Missouri Ed Young (417) 926-3075 magna@fidnet.com 
Sep. 26-28 Byway Boogie Hot Springs Village, Arkansas Robert Bashaw (870)460-9570 Robert.Bashaw@ocse.state.ar.us 
Sep. 13-15 SE-Star Dillard, Georgia Trey Hall (615) 574-9927 strey1100@aol.com 
Oct. 03-05 River City Ride Corydon, Indiana Don Parish (317) 936-5818 mparish@hrtc.net 
Oct. 10-12 FOF X Parkshills, Missouri James Radcliff (314) 213-5854  jradcliff@frenchgerleman.com 
Nov. 01-03 Texas Hill Country Kerrville, Texas Jim Poulos (817) 268-4620 jamo1935@aol.com 


